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By Kathy Bergstrom

ist White Pines Roller Skating

Center on New Year's Eve, and

you'll likely find more than 300
kids and adults ringing in 2011 at the
Mount Morris, Il1., rink.

White Pines has hosted an dl-night
New Year's Eve party for the last 25 years.
Last year the event drew about 375 children
and parents, said rink owner Dave Johnson.
Johnson has owned the rink for 26 years.

Mount Morris, located about 100
miles west of Chicago, is a village of
roughly 3,300, and the rink’s party is one
of the few things for loca kids to do on
New Year's Eve, Johnson said. “Parents
like it, because it gives them something
to do with their kids,” he said. “There are
redly not awhole lot of options going on
for the kids”

On New Year's Eve, the rink opens
for skaters ages 8 and older a 7 p.m. Cost
of the al-night sesson, which lasts until
7 am. New Yea's Day, is $20. Skaters
aso have the option of leaving a 1 am.
and paying $12. Parents atend the event
for free.

Activities include a baloon drop a
midnight with 500 to 600 balloons. About
half arefilled with prizesincluding, money,
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Have your most profitable and
happy New Year’s Eve!

free admission passes and other prizes.

“We keep the kids going with al
kinds of games and goofy stuff throughout
the night,” Johnson said. There are party
favors and noise makers, a lip synching
contest, an ar hockey tournament and a
contest during which skaters form
teams and wrap another skater in
gift wrap.

White Pines operates in a
20,000-square-foot  building and
includes the rink, arcade and con-
cession stand.

Last year about 250 of the
skaters stayed dll night and few ever
deep, Johnson said. They tend to
mostly be middle school aged kids
and are dlowed to be there without
their parents.

The rink doesn't require per-

mission dips, but kids can't leave  Guestsget ready for a New Year's Eveballoon drop at White

known to the gt&ff, but the party does bring
in some newcomers, Johnson said.

To prevent unwanted carry-ins, al
bags or deeping bags are searched when
katers arive. No outsde food or bever-
ages are dlowed. Johnson said the rink

the building unless they're picked PinesRaller Skating Center in Mt. Morris, 111

up by aparent. Parents also must enter
the building for pick-ups.

Typicaly 15 to 20 parents will stay
with their kids, and the event is staffed with
two shifts of eight employees, about double
the norma gaffing level.

“We put the extra taff on just to roam
around and keep tabs on people” he said.
Mogt of the skaters are regulars and well

hasn't redly had a problem with people
trying to bring in forbidden items like
acohal.

“The kids know for the most part
that we're fair about everything, but they
aso know that we will send them home,”
Johnson said.

Johnson describes concession busi-

ness as “phenomend” on New Year’s Eve.
The rink expands its menu, adding items
like doppy joes and breskfadt tredts to its
normal fare of corn dogs, nachosand pizza.
Therink also putstogether combo dealsfor
the night.

New Year's Eve represents the rink’s
biggest revenue generating night of the
year, Johnson said.

The one drawback of the New Year's
Eve paty is the long hours. “It wipes
out my staff,” Johnson said. To help daff
recover, the rink is dways closed on New

Year's Day.

Johnson advisesany rink inter-
ested in hogting an dl-night New
Year's Eve paty to make sure to
daff it with as many people as
possible

Promotion is another impor-
tant element to making the event
a success. Johnson promotes the
White Pines party with fliers at skat-
ing sessions and some newspaper
ads. He aso promotes the party on
the rink’s Web ste and with email
blasts.

Johnson aso suggests keeping
pricing smple and splitting shifts

up between gtaff to keep employees
well rested.

At White Pines, the first shift of eight
employees works from 6 pm. to 1 am.,,
and the second shift works from 1 to 8
am. That includes Johnson and his wife,
Maggie, who work separate shifts on New
Year's Eve, but are dways together to cd-
ebrate at midnight.

10/18/110 5:42:42 PM| |



