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By Chester Fried

Long-time roller skating enthusiast Chester Fried is the vice president and a founder of the The National Museum of Roller
Skating. We count on him at the Rinksider to help keep readers current.

New Jersey rink packs the house for
Learn to Skate program

I have been teaching at the Wood-
bridge, New Jersey Community center
for a few years. The facility has a swim-

Every time I go into the rink it
is packed. It looks like a regular ses-
sion, but it’s lessons! Rink manager Rob
Kuchie gave the go ahead for a Sunday
Junior Skating Club from 9:30 -10:30
a.m. Making new skaters and teaching

South Africa - Inline racing is a great
sport in South Africa. Roller Sport South
Africa confirmed The World Famous
Resort of Sun City as venue for the 2012
SA Open. They will welcome visitors to
enjoy a week of inline racing with 200

Woodbridge Center Roller Skating Rink in Ne

ming pool, gym, basketball and a regula-
tion size Ice Skating rink, along with a
150x75 Roller rink. Above the rink is
a professional running track where you
can look up at the runners. The rink
is located in central New Jersey, sur-
rounded by many malls and a population
which consists of many races, the larg-
est of which is from India. I would say
almost 85% of the adults and children
who skate there are of Indian decent.

Under the direction of Alissa
Easlick, the rink’s Learn To Skate pro-
gram is one of the largest in the country.
They have six levels from beginner to
advanced. The price is $90 for a six week
course of lessons ($100 for level six).
Once a week skaters receive 45 minutes
of instruction plus 30 minutes of practice
time. The lessons are run on Monday
nights from 5:45-8:00 p.m. On Saturday
the lessons run 9:15-11:30 a.m. We have
at least 10-12 pros teaching at one time,
in their own separate area.

The skaters pay in advance, and the
typical total for a six week session is 308
skaters. That is $27,720 every six weeks
to the Woodbridge Center operators and
their pros. The lessons go on year round,
with attendance going down a little in
the summer.

| | Rinkslder_MAY_JUN_12.indd 28

them to skate safely is what it’s all about.
Plus the skaters support the regular open
sessions the rink provides.

Roller skating boasts growing interna-
tional appeal

India - Speaking of India, the Punjab
Province has demanded the State of
Punjab to promote roller skating. They
want recognition of skating and its top
skaters. The Wonderland Skating Club
is a registered and dedicated club of
roller skating. Roller skating in India is
a very popular sport. They mainly skate
outdoors and in schools with wood or
concrete floors. They are now organiz-
ing national and international events to
increase more zeal and enthusiasm for
the sport. I'm sure rinks will be built all
over India. They love Roller Skating!

Germany - In Germany, Roller Derby
is taking the country by storm. An
American import, roller derby has only
recently become popular in Germany
and Stuttgart formed the country’s first
team in 2006. Since then, its reputation
as an expressive and exclusively female
sport has scored among young women
wanting to get fit.

s

w Jersey is packed daily with skaters learning to skate.

South African skaters and international
skating stars. Our sport is really going
global in all events, be it artistic, speed
skating, hockey or derby.

Holland - Holland is where skating
began. At the MI Park Township rink in
Holland they offer free lessons in both
roller and ice for one month. Roller les-
sons at the park’s community building
are from 2:00-2:30 p.m. on Saturdays.
Rentals are only $1 - no charge if you
have your own skates. Donations of used
roller skaters of any size are wanted. So
you see, more countries are encouraging
roller skating as a good form of recre-
ation. We in the skating business already
know that!

Goodbye to a champion

Long time rink operator and Artistic
Roller Dance professional Warren Dan-
ner has died at age 85. Warren operated
the Reca Roller Rink in Alexandria, Ky.,
along with his wife Audrey and daugh-
ter Kelly Kremer. But it was the list of
National and World Champion Ice and
Roller Skaters that he taught that would
really fill up an entire page.

His son Danny Danner, himself a

National and World skater, stated his
dad received his Coaches Hall of Fame
award at the 2008 U.S. Nationals held in
Lincoln, Neb. Danny listed some of the
great champions. Here is the list: David
Tassinari, Pat Fogerty, Charlotte Owings,
Lyndell Edgington, Sheryl Truman, Jack
Courtney, Gary Callahan, Sherry Street,
Rob Shaffer, Richard Horne, Jane Panky,
Jim Stevens, Jane Purachio, Mark How-
ard, Cincy Smith, Richard Dalley, and
Carol Fox.

“Look at mel’m skating"

Poem by Twin City Skating Club,
N.J., rink manager Nick Lutz (1961)

Put the skates upon my feet, took a
step or two,

Found myself upon my seat, won-
dered what to do,

Looked around to see if anyone had
seen me fall,

Not a person of the many, showed
a care at all,

Pushed myself upon one knee, then
upon the other,

Tried to get my one foot free, stuck
too tight, “OH BROTHER.”

Finally, with great intent, got the
left one set,

Huffed and puffed and out it went,
again the floor I met,

Need the help of someone strong,
came a guard named “DANNY,”

Helped me up, but not for long.
Plopped down on my f—y.

This occurrence was the trend, as
the evening wore,

Up again, and down, I end, sitting
on the floor,

Solved the whole darned problem
mates, got it from a friend,

Put another pair of skates, on the
other end.

If you see me sitting down, please
don’t drop my rating,

Do not take me for a clown, “LOOK
AT ME, I’'M SKATING!”
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