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Long-time roller skating enthusiast Chester Fried isthe vice prwdent
and a founder of the The National Museum of Roller

count on him at the Rinksider to help keep readers current.

By Chester Fried

Happy Birthday

Birthday parties...what would a
roller rink be without them? It's alarge
part of your income. One of the first
rink operators to have a hirthday party
package was the America on Wheels
chain of rinks back in the 1950s. Birth-
day parties help to raise attendance
figures because you know how many
people are coming - unlike your walk-
ins, they bring in their invited guests
who would not come by themselves in
some Cases.

Then, over the years party guests
come back as repeat customers, and
that's what you want!

Our current package deals can't
be beat. Our sport had it first, before
McDonalds and bowling centers.

Skating transcends gener ations

Southeastern Skate Supply has in
their current skate catalog the follow-
ing Generation Skate article:

What is Generation Skate?

Generation Skate is an attitude
that transcends age, race, religion,
politics and all other labels that divide
people. It's an idea that is formed in a
skating rink but can't be confined to the
walls of a skating rink, and its common
goal is to bring us all together for a
common purpose - the purpose of free-
ing ourselves to let the wind tousle our
hair, the music soothe our souls and the
lights to tingle our senses.

Generation Skate isthe generation
that created memories of pizza slices
and that first crush. The music changes
and the skates are always getting funk-
ier, but the love of your generation
never fades. Generation Skate.

Our sport aways changes with
each new generation. Remember organ
music, then 45 and 33 RPM records?
Reel to reel tapes to the D.J’s elec-
tronic music coming thru top-of-the-
line speakers and amps. Even |, Chester
Fried, have changed a little.

| grew-up with organ/keyboard
music. | love it. | skate at the Holiday
Skating Center in Delanco, New Jersey.
On Tuesday nights it's the only rink in
New Jersey that has live organ music,
with Ralph Brown at the keyboards.
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But | also go every Saturday
night to skate to DJ Tito
Jam session from 9:00pm
until 2:00am at Roller Jam
USA on Staten Island, New
York.

The music is great
and the sound is loud and
clear. Everybody responds
to the beat of the music.
This is the next generation
of 20- and 30-somethings,
although many 40 to 60
year olds skate there aswell.
Music and lights and a good
skating surface is what our
generation of skaters want.
And yes, our rinks give it to
them. I’m proud to skate at
skating centers that care for
what their customers want.

Goodbye to...

Rink closings are sad.
The oldest rink in Florida
was the Gold Coast rink in
Fort Lauderdale. It opened
64 years ago. The rink will
be torn down soon. The
property has sold and will be
redeveloped as a Pet Lodge
and Doggie Daycare.

Roller Skate Newing-
ton, N. H., opened in 1983
and is now closing.

After 34 years of oper-
ation the Cal Skate Milpi-
tas, Cdlif., rink is closing.
Operators Chris and Trace
St. Germain said the rink
was doing fine financialy,
but the building was get-
ting old and tired. They did
not want to increase prices
to their longtime customers
and decided to close and

Skating.

By Chester Fried
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| the rea estate rather A birthday card from the early 1900s depicts roller skating.

then renovate.

It’s never to lateto learn to skate

Ted Lewis is 90 years old. His
skating partner is 76 year old Priscella
Flynn. They skated Veterans Dance,
made the cut and competed in the
National Roller Skating Champion-
ships held at the Allen City Coliseum
in Fort Wayne, Ind. this fal. Their
coach is Robert “Bob” Wilson, and

they skate at Skateland Branford, Mass.
Ted started skating at age 68. Best of
luck to them!

Out and about at M oonlight

Here's what's been happening at
Dominic Cangelosi’s Moonlight Rolle-
way rink in Glendae, Cdlif. this last
month...

Hollywood's Dreamworks plan to

shoot amovie at therink. Jennifer Love
Hewitt, of Ghost Whisperer, skated a
session there. In & Out Burger, a very
large west coast hamburger chain, is
shooting acommercial. Pink, atop Hol-
lywood restaurant, is filming a com-
mercial in the rink and parking lot with
a frankfurter truck handing out pink
franks. Moonlight is aso the venue
for a new T.V. program called Do You
Want to Dance With a Comedian?
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