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Installing a carpet in your rink is a big 
expense and can be a bigger pain. 
The furniture to move, the mess, the 

downtime can all but drive a rink owner 
out of their mind, and the frustration can 
lead to an “I don’t care, just get it done” 
attitude when it comes to the installation. 
According to Ed Hurney of Astro Carpet 
Mills, this is a big mistake. 

“The worst damage to the carpet 
is due to a combination of things. Poor 
installation quality is number one. The 
installer needs to guarantee his work, and 
the owner needs to do the research and 
get involved in the installation process,” 
Hurney said. If you’ve always thought 
that your involvement in the installation 
process stops when you accept a quote, 
listen up, he’s talking to you. 

Many carpet installers will go to 
the nearest hardware store and buy the 
cheapest adhesive for the installation. This 
might be okay for a home installation, but 
in a building that sees slips and spills, 
roller skates and inlines, and hundreds of 
people a day, a cheap adhesive just won’t 
cut it. In fact, you might be left with car-
pets that pull up, come apart where they 
were seamed, or wrinkle under heavy 
traffic. These are all problems with the 
installation, not with the carpet itself. 

Frustrating as it can be in the 
moment, the best way to ensure a high 
quality installation is to look for a contrac-
tor who guarantees his or her work, then 
do the research on proper installation. A 
little supervision to be sure that the floor 
is prepped correctly, the right adhesive is 
used, and the installation is correctly fin-
ished, can delay the agony 
of having to replace the 
whole thing.

Another way to 
delay a full carpet replace-
ment is to buy a little extra 
carpet when you do the 
full installation. Measure 
your highest traffic areas, 
including places like in 
front of the doors, the 
redemption counter, and 
the rental counter, and 
buy an extra 30 to 100 
yds., depending on the 
space you feel you need. 
This extra carpet can be 
stored in any dry place 
like a store room, attic, or 
basement, and pulled out 
when a particular section 
of carpet is showing spe-
cial wear. 

By buying the extra 
carpet when you make your initial pur-

Make the most of your carpet installation
chase, you ensure that the replacement 
patches will match the surrounding carpet 
exactly because they will have come from 
the same dye lot. Replacing a patch of 
worn or damaged carpet is much easier 
and less expensive than being forced to 
replace the entire building’s carpeting. By 
replacing the worn parts separately, you 

can stretch the five to 
eight year life span of a 
carpet out considerably. 

Once your car-
pet has been properly 
installed (including going 
over every inch with a 
30 lb. roller after it has 
had half an hour to set), 
it is up to you to keep it 
looking fresh and beauti-
ful. The bright colors and 
fanciful patterns of most 
roller skating rink, bowl-
ing alley, and fun center 
carpet designs can help 
you with this task by hid-
ing some of the everyday 
messes. “The more color 
and the busier the pattern, 
the less likely you will be 
to see dirt. The kids love 
the colored patterns, and 
they help to hide stains 

and soiling,” Hurney said. Astro Carpet 

Ed Hurney, of 
Astro Carpets, 
recommends the 
following adhesives 
and sealers for 
installing a new carpet. 
The first set of numbers 
indicates the general 
adhesive for use on the 
floor. The second set 
of numbers is a special 
kind of sealer to close 
the seams.
Henry and Company: 

adhesive #451; seam 
sealer #248
Taylor and Company: 

adhesive #2057; seam 
sealer #2075
Capitol Adhesives: 

adhesive #Fast 400; 
seam sealer #022

Mills has fun patterns in neon colors, glow 
in the dark, and even blacklight. 

When there is a stain to contend 
with, Hurney recommends avoiding harsh 
chemical cleaners. “If you have spills, and 
you will, blot it up with a towel. Blot – 
that’s important. Mix 2 or 3 drops of Joy 
dish soap with warm water and use a very 
soft brush to agitate the mix on the stain a 
little bit, then blot some more. Just repeat 
that until the stain is gone.”

For regular maintenance and to keep 
your carpet looking its best, Hurney sug-
gests using a regular vacuum daily. Twice 
a year, hire a steam cleaning service, but 
beware the sales pitches for chemical 
detergents. “Hire a company to use a 
steam extractor on the carpet. Make sure 
they use warm water only, no additives. 
Your carpet will look better and wear 
longer if you only use hot water (not to 
exceed 120 degrees) with a pH balance 
between 6 and 8. Cleaning with deter-
gent leaves a residue on the fiber, which 
attracts more dirt faster, gets sticky over 
time, and your carpets get gunky,” Hurney 
said. (A pH of 7 is completely neutral, like 
purified water.)

Truly the best advice when it comes 
to your carpets is to educate yourself if 
you want them to last as long as possible. 
Hire the best contractors you can, and as 
Hurney said, “Trust but verify!”
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