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ROLLINGalong
Summertime deals

For many rinks the summer months 
mean less skaters. Good weather 
means outdoor

activities are on a roll. Now is the 
time to print up your flyers for the summer 
season.

United Skates of America Wood-
bridge, N.J., features a flyer with its Rainy 
Day/ Heat Wave Program. They offer last 
minute accommodations for groups to 
assist you in providing alternative activi-

ties when outdoor plans are cancelled. In 
New Jersey, the seashore is a big draw 
during good weather, so you have to be 
creative to get them into your rink. Wood-
bridge’s package for the summer is $9.75 
per person. It includes admission, skate 
rental, a Pizza Slice and a small drink. A 
less expensive package is only $7.00 per 
person, which covers skating admission 
and skate rentals. 

Their full color flyer is first rate. It 
relays to parents that roller skating is a 
great way to get fit and have fun. They 
state: “Roller skaters burn between 875-
1500 calories in an average 2-hour skat-
ing session.” Their motto is “Clean, Fun, 
Friendly and Safe.” 

Summer recreation is a big part of 
your rink’s profits. If skaters won’t come 
to you, then you have to go after them. 
Contact all the local schools, camps and 
religious associations and make them a 
deal.

Skating backwards

It’s 1941 in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 
The roller rink on its Million Dollar Pier 
charges 20 cents for its 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. session, 28 cents for its 2 to 5 p.m. 
session, and a whopping 39 cents for it’s 
8  to 11 p.m. session. Boy, have times and 
prices changed! This rink was on a pier 
jutting out onto the ocean. Back then they 
would use Plaster of Paris to sprinkle on 
the floor to make it less slippery.

It worked very well. Rentals were 
of the clamp-on type with fiber or wood 
wheels with 16 loose ball bearings in each 
wheel. If the wheels cracked, the tiny steel 
balls would go all over the floor. Music 
was on 78rpm records or, if you were 
lucky, you had a live organist playing a 
Hammond Organ. No air conditioning 
back then. Just open windows, doors and 
fans. 

Our new skating centers have come a 
long way since then. If you’re an old time 
operator then you can probably remember 
the following:

Playing session music on a reel-to-
reel tape recorder. 

Polishing your rental skates during 
the summer. Girls skates were always 
white leather and the boys black. No uni-
sex suede or in-line plastic skates. 

Having a lady attendant in the Ladies 
room. 

Also having a coat-check room. That 
was before lockers. The coat-check room 
lady would hang-up your coat and take 
your skate case. She would then give you a 
metal tag with a number on it.

The smell of the old fashioned wheel 
grinder. The wood and plastic wheels were 
ground to make them roll more smoothly 
and keep them clean. You can’t do that 
with the urethane wheels. 

Many rinks would not allow school-
age children to skate the evening sessions 
after 9:00 p.m. if there was school the next 
morning. Try to enforce that now! And yes, 
inlines were not allowed in some rinks in 
the early 1980s. On some early models the 
axel and nut would stick out and scratch 
the floor. That was corrected. 

Many rinks sold soda in bottles. The 
old Park Circle rink sold seltzer water and 
egg creams in the early 1940s. It had the 
old soda fountain dispensers. By the way, 
an egg cream is a New York thing. It’s 
made with seltzer water, milk and choco-
late syrup. Think ice cream soda without 
the ice cream. 

Don't try this at home

Years ago in ice rinks they would 
have barrel jumping contests. The object 
was to see how many barrels a skater could 
jump over and still end up standing on the 
landing. Well recently at South Amboy 
Arena in New Jersey they did just that on 
rollers - but with eight skaters laying down 
on the floor. Jordy Jimenez made it, still 
standing, over all of them on the first try as 
I took the picture. Boys will be boys. This 
was a one time try. It’s not the safest thing 
to try on wheels.

 The recent Olympics should spread 

some interest in roller hockey, speed and 
artistic. Many of our Olympic Long Track 
and Short Track ice speed skating champi-
ons were former roller champions, as was 
Caydee Denny who skated artistic pairs.

Roller Disco in China

Roller Disco is seeing a revival in 
Shanghai, China. At the new Xinxiang 
Roller Rink, hundreds of skaters, mostly 
in their twenties, enjoy the Disco music, 
lights and wheels. Many of the skaters 
are migrants working in low-paying jobs 
in China’s most expensive city. But as 
always, skating is a bargain. 

Most workers earn 1,000 and 2,000 
yuan a month. But admission to the rink is 
only 20 yuan ($3) and renting quad skates 
costs 5 yuan (80 cents). The skaters love 
the retro Disco music.

Another excellent Extravaganza

I just recently returned from Kissim-
mee, Fla., where I attended the 9th Annual 
Adult Skate Extravaganza at Larry Cole’s 
Skate Reflections. Skaters came from all 
over the U.S.A. to attend this event, which 

was held from Sunday, February 7 until 
Wednesday the 10th. It was a mix of Jam 
Skating and Artistic Roller Dance.

The big draw was the organ-keyboard 
artists who attended; eight to be exact. 
This distinguished group included Ralph 
Brown, from Holiday rink in N.J., Marty 
Dumic from Olympic rink in Pa., Corey 
Fridinger, another Pa. Organist,  Florida’s 
Steve Daniels, Doug Moyer and Shawn 
Muir. In addition, Skate Reflections’ home 
organist Nick Viscuso, and the legend-
ary Bill Clark, all had their turns on the 
organ playing Fox-Trots, Waltz and Tango 
music, as well as shuffle favorites Rock ‘N’ 

Robin and The Happy Organ. 
On Tuesday night the skaters attended 

a Dinner Dance at a country club. This was 
a classy event. On Wednesday we ran a 
special Denver Shuffle dance contest. The 
winners received a special plaque, The 
Millie Ferris Memorial Dance Award. Mil-
lie passed on last year at 92 years of age. 
She was one of the top dance skating pro-
fessionals along with her husband Jim.

 The winners were:
First Place - Dan Laposse and Carol Stevens. 
Second Place - Joe Chester and Jeanne 
Coonse.
Third Place - Lee Mills and Judy Wadas. 

The shuffle contest winners were:
First Place - John Knox and Yvonne Fisher
Second Place - Gary Shatzer and Kim Metzger. 
Third place - Steve Eckerd and Velma Stein.  

Newsflash… Holiday Skating Center 
in Delanco, N.J., plans a Northern Extrava-
ganza on Sunday night October 10, 2010. 
Plus, Larry Cole plans to head north also to 
attend this new special event.

Long-time roller skating enthusiast Chester Fried is the vice president 
and a founder of the The National Museum of Roller Skating.  We 
count on him at the Rinksider to help keep readers current.

By Chester Fried

1941 poster for Atlantic City's Million 
Dollar Pier.

Jordy Jimenez jumps - in roller skates - over eight people and lands on his feet 
on the first try.
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