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The RINKSIDER highlighted the 
Akana family and journey across the 
United States to raise awareness for the 
sport of roller skating as well as their 
fight against childhood obesity in the 
July-August 2013 issue.

The Akana family, of Hawaii, is 
working hard to get the sport of roller 
skating into the Olympics by way of 
public exposure. Stacy Akana, his wife 
and 10 children have traveled over 
20,000 miles since September 14, 2013, 
one day after particpating in the Duluth 
26-mile marathon, to help promote the 

 Akana family participates in the Pan Am Speed 
Qualifier as part of cross-country trek

it goes to our family.” 
Akana has made it a life goal to 

get roller skating into the Olympics. 
He shared that there are many athletes 
in America and across other continents 
who cannot afford to train on ice to 
be an Olympiad, but they can train on 
inlines. “Countries all over the world, 
especially in warmer climates, are hop-
ing the our mission will be successful 
so they will have an opportunity to be 
in the Olympics, since their chance of 
training on ice is a impossibility.”

Akana feels that had roller skat-

sport of roller skating through a movie 
being produced by California filmaker 
Ronald Irwin.

According to Akana, Irwin, presi-
dent of Q Films, caught wind of the 
Akana’s mission and has donated over 
1,000 hours of his time and some hard 
costs to put together the movie. “He 
brought in additional actors, a spokes-
person and a Hollywood comedian to 
introduce the debut of this movie. Ron-
ald has put together a Go Fund Me 
account to finish the movie, and all 
costs go directly to the movie – none of 

ing been in the Olympics, athletes like 
Apolo Ohno, Chad Hedrick and other 
famous ice skaters that came from 
Inline Speed Skating would have never 
switched to ice. 

Akana asks everyone to share the 
news of their mission with others, and 
help get roller skating to the Olympics. 
Go to http://www.gofundme.com/
amazingakana  for a sneak peek at 
the movie Irwin is making. For more 
information, contact Stacy Akana at 
(208) 660-1870 or StacyAkana@hot-
mail.com.

Team Akana was one of 56 teams from North and South America who participated in 
the Pan Am Speed Club Championships and Qualifier events in Cooper City, Fla.

The Akana children showcase their in-line skating skills at the Pan Am Speed 
Qualifier events for the 2015 Pan Am Games in Cooper City, Fla.

Rinksider_MAY_JUN_14.indd   21 4/20/14   8:29:42 PM


