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do and a lot of hard work to create

a successful roller skating rink as
well as constant attention to popular
culture to be sure that your rink is
attractive to a modern audience of all
ages. A great roller skating rink has
to compete against television, movie
theaters, and more, including various
types of family fun centers.

Since many offerings found within
non-skating venues can either work

It takes having pride in what you
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Birthday party roundup: How does
your rink compare?

within a roller skating rink or pull away
your customers, it is helpful to pay
close attention to what the competition
offers and whether they may be attract-
ing one of your key demographics.

You may not be able to build a
kids' climbing structure, but you can
certainly rent a bounce house for a
regular kid fun fest, and while you may
not have a pizza oven in your snack
shack, you may find it worthwhile to
partner with a local pizza place for
birthdays.

The RINKSIDER has compiled a

National franchises

The Place

Dave and Busters

Chuck E Cheese

Laser Quest

Pump it Up

Build-a-Bear

What they Offer

Party planners work
with you to decide

on entertainment,
refreshments, and more.

Totally kid focused with
arcade games, ticket
games, entertainment,
and tons of prizes.

Laser tag

Jump houses

Lots of options to
keep it cheap or
make it cooler

NOTE: Prices may vary by location.

Price

Starts at $24.95 per
child with a 10 child
minimum

Starts at $13.99 per
child for a two hour

party

Starts at $17 per
person for an 8 person
minimum group

Varies. Starts at around
$200 for up to 14 kids

Starts at $10 per
person for at least 6
people

Non-franchised party spots

The Place

Birthday World in
Orlando, Fla.

Zeum Kid’s Museum
in San Francisco,
Calif.

Magic Mountain Fun
Centers in Columbus,
Ohio
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What they Offer

Total party atmosphere,
token games, cool
rides, laser tag, and
food

Tons of hands on
activities and fun
learning opportunities

Tons of diverse
activities like Go Karts,
mini golf and bumper
boats, individually
priced

Price
Starts at $10.99 per

person

Starts at $8 per kid 3
and up ($10 for adults)

Starts at $11.99 for at
least 8 kids

grid of various birth-
day party offerings
by entertainment
venues that include
both well-known,
national franchises
and unique, non-
franchised spots.
Check them out and
see how your rink
or family entertain-
ment center stacks

up against the com- N pirthday is complete without a trip to the money
machine at Skateland Indy in Indianapolis, Ind.

petition.

Included

Food from the menu
or buffet, unlimited soft
drinks, and a "power
card" for games

Pizza, drinks, game
tokens, and special
games (like the ticket
blaster) for the birthday
kid

Two games, coupons
for later, and a party
room

Full use of a private
facility for all the
bouncing your kids can
handle

A stuffed friend per
guest. Private rooms
and party packs cost
extra.

Included

Various rides and
activities like bungee
jumping and bumper
cars

Entry to the museum

Adults Too?

Yes

Not so much

Yes

Not so much, although
some locations claim
adults have celebrated
milestones here

Yes

Adults Too?

Yes

Yes

Pizza, drinks, a birthday Yes

table, attraction tickets,
game tokens, place
settings, and a gift for
the birthday child

¥

The Theme

Classic arcade with a
bar for the grown-up
"kids"

Kids, pizza and games,
all the way

Lasers, lasers, and
more lasers

Bouncing off the walls

Build your own stuffed
friend

The Theme

Birthday every day

Education and
exploration

Total family fun
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