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Hardly a day goes by that the 
digital life doesn’t get better 
and better for rinks everywhere. 

That’s what you see when you consider 
expansion news from Best Buy, free 
and low-cost cloud developments, a 
fantastic and money-saving printer from 
Hewlett Packard, and peace of mind for 
all who wish to stay with their com-
puter’s Windows XP operating system. 
All this news, and more, is below.

Downloading tips

If you’ve been using computers since 
the 1990s or before, you’ll recall how 
you used to get that new Microsoft 
Word program, that new web browser 
from Netscape, system utilities from 
Norton, and the latest email software 
on disks from America OnLine: You 
went to your nearby computer retailer 
or Staples, or looked through a fresh 
Tiger Direct catalog, and bought or 
ordered the boxed software. Then 
when you had the program disks in 
hand, you loaded the software onto 
your computer and jumped a few 
hoops to get things up and running. 
Not fast, not efficient and not cheap.

Now almost all software is a 
mere minute or two away, and less 
costly, at that, thanks to fast online 
downloads anytime. But you have 
to be more watchful now, thanks to 
“foistware” and related forms of mal-
ware, or malicious software. Those 
are downloads that sneak extra pro-
grams onto your computer, change 
browser, icons and other settings and 
features, and otherwise cripple your 
hardware and productivity. 

This decade, several online sites 
have established themselves as reli-
able, safe venues for the latest downloads. 
Unfortunately, some have become less 
trustworthy, even unsafe. And other major 
software providers, like Adobe Reader and 
Java, force you to opt out of a veritable 
minefield of nonsensical add-ons, toolbars, 
search engine changes and the like. Thus, 
download safety is paramount. One for-
merly solid site is CNET’s Download.com. 
Don’t go there. Don’t download anything 
from that site. No exceptions. Two other 
sites are in the same category: ZDNet and 
Tucows. Don’t traffic them, either. Exten-
sive bad experiences — too numerous to 
recount — with them by me and many 
others underscore this.

So far, I can recommend several 
corporate sites like Hewlett Packard, 

Mozilla Firefox, Advanced SystemCare 
and Microsoft, as well as specialty sites 
like FileHippo.com and Ninite.com. The 
latter is especially valuable, as it allows 
you to automate the download, installation 
and update process for all of your software 
at the same time. Highly recommended!

New Lenovo aluminum-clad all-in-ones, 
laptops 

Lenovo has been on a roll, rapidly 
growing into the top worldwide echelon 
of computer manufacturers. The company 
has announced several new consumer and 
small-business all-in-ones and notebook 
PCs. The Lenovo A540 all-in-one desktop 
has a beautiful, sharp 24-inch display and 

an all-aluminum case that should do well 
in the tight confines of many rink offices. It 
has all the bells and whistles you’d expect, 
too. It’s available in July, priced around 
$1,200.

Lenovo also will introduce a host of 
new laptops. These encompass the budget-
priced B50 (a 15-inch touchscreen laptop 
with Windows 7) and G50 series and 
several costlier models. The B50 features 
a DVD burner and a 1 TB hard drive, 
with an optional fingerprint reader, for 
greater security. The B50 starting price 
is just $399. Other PCs and laptops are 
configured and priced accordingly with the 
competitive B50. If you’ve heretofore not 
considered Lenovo computers, now’s the 
time, at Lenovo.com.

Malwarebytes lifeline for XP users

Windows XP has set the standard for 
desktop reliability and performance since 
the late 1990s, but parent Microsoft has 
abandoned the operating system. Do you, 
then, have to abandon your beloved Win 
XP computer? No. If it works for your 
needs, fine. Microsoft is offering no further 
security updates, but most of the provid-
ers of antivirus and other utilities have 
stepped up with announced commitments 
to Win XP. 

One of the best (previously profiled 
here) is Malwarebytes, whose latest Anti-
Malware Premium suite of five software 
programs has Win XP blanketed with secu-

rity. Among the benefits are elements 
that automatically detect malware 
and suspicious software; eradicate 
every trace of embedded virus and 
malware; force a restart and protec-
tive scan even when your system has 
been compromised or crippled; and 
keep browser problems, including 
unauthorized adware and toolbars, 
at bay. I can’t over-recommend Mal-
warebytes Anti-Malware Premium; 
it’s that good a suite, especially now 
with their continuing commitment to 
Win XP. A $24.95 annual subscrip-
tion covers as many as three PCs. 
For more, visit Malwarebytes.org.

Best Buy digital mall

Sometimes you want a hands-
on experience when you evaluate 
new printers, scanners, laptops, 
wide-screen monitors and other digi-
tal hardware. Nothing wrong with 
that. Thankfully, Best Buy has heard 
the call, and the veteran technology-
based company is in the process of 
reinventing itself. This year, Best 

Buy is expanding its store-within-a-store 
thinking by adding specialty branded 
zones that are dedicated to products and 
services from Sony, Samsung, Microsoft 
and others.

This roll-out will occur at hundreds of 
Best Buy units nationwide in the months 
ahead, and you’ll be able to drop by a 
nearby Best Buy and see first-hand new 
video displays and other items from Sony, 
new wireless setups, monitors, smart-
phones and notebooks from Samsung, and 
similar hardware and software innovations 
and services from Microsoft that will make 
rink life easier, better and more productive. 
Look for local announcements from Best 
Buy to see when this transformation will 
take place at your closest Best Buy unit. 

For more, visit BestBuy.com.

Officejet Enterprise Color X555 

Leave it to HP to develop crackerjack 
printers for the business community. The 
veteran inkjet and laser printer corporation 
has announced a top-line device ideal for 
many rinks, the Officejet Enterprise Color 
MFP X555 (it prints, scans, copies and 
faxes) and its single-function companion 
X585. Thanks to HP innovation with its 
patented PageWide printhead, this busi-
ness inkjet family can print all day and 
deliver results that are much cheaper and 
faster than laser printers, but sterling in 
quality. If you do much rink printing, this 
can save you money with replacement ink 
cartridges and similar consumables. 

And, these inkjets are designed for 
near-field (NFC) mobile printing and cloud 
access, as well, improving productivity and 
convenience alike. A secret to the low-cost 
success of these inkjets: The high-volume 
ink cartridges are gigantic and cheap, deliv-
ering per-page color at close to a penny per 
page. See the demo on YouTube at http://x.
co/4ftf5. Also visit http://x.co/4fthI and 
http://x.co/4ftnv.

Celluon virtual keyboard

The advent of business laptops, net-
books, notebooks and other computing 
devices that have no actual plug-in or 
attached keyboard can be a challenge. 
Celluon has resolved this issue, thanks 
to the company’s Epic Laser Projection 
Keyboard. Yes, it projects the image of a 
standard keyboard onto any flat, opaque 
desk surface, and you can do your key-
boarding on it as if it were genuine, hands-
on hardware. This virtual keyboard pairs 
in just seconds with almost any device 
— Bluetooth, Android, iOS, Blackberry, 
smartphones, Samsung Galaxy tablets and 
more — that can utilize a keyboard. 

The projector is small enough to fit 
into the palm of your hand and sit unob-
trusively on a desktop or similar work sur-
face. As you keyboard, the Click! of each 
key gives pleasing feedback, as with ordi-
nary keyboards. The keyboard has mouse 
functioning, too, for all operating systems 
other than Apple. List is about $100. For 
more, visit http://x.co/4fuUV and http://x.
co/4fua9.

Products mentioned in this column 
are widely available. Check local technol-
ogy vendors and mail-order and online 
sources. Broadband Internet access allows 
fast, easy software downloads and updates. 
Art Snyder is a regular Rinksider con-
tributor who specializes in marketing and 
technology. He lives in Centerville, Ohio. 
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